
152 153

TRAVELTRAVEL

Im
ag

es
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

by
: ©

 V
el

aa
 P

riv
at

e 
Is

la
nd

, M
al

di
ve

s

If there is a place on earth that can be referred to as paradise, then Velaa Private Island is it. 
The only depictions that do its flora and fauna justice are those from Disney’s blockbuster 
movie, Avatar. Not an exaggeration, but an indulgence that comes with a hefty price tag. 
On the coming pages, L’Officiel Austria, together with general manager Wayne Milgate, 
gives our readers an insight into the many facets that have made this island the vacation 

resort of choice for high-net-worth individuals all over the globe, year after year after year.

By By ANNA ZNAMENSKYANNA ZNAMENSKY

What is your personally favourite place on the island and why?
Personally, I have many favourite spots on the island howe-
ver the one that evokes the most emotion and tantalizes the 
senses is the outdoor dining deck at the Aragu Restaurant. 
This is a remarkable spot where you are looking back into 
the restaurant at the beautiful décor of flying fish, a backlit 
onyx bar and a working kitchen. In addition, you are sur-
rounded by the ocean lapping around the restaurant whilst 
listening to our pianist Maxime play wonderful tunes. This 
spot for me creates an amazing atmosphere in so many ways.
 
A private, Velaa branded sea-plane, two yachts available for 

charter, a private, state of the art golf-course and a private wine 
cellar with the largest private collection of Romanee Conti vintages 
in the region. Is there another large-scale acquisition for the island 
on your wish-list? What would this be and why?
We are always looking for that “New” offering and having 
just opened our wellness restaurant – Faiy, yoga pavilion and 
airconditioned Pilates studio in our Wellbeing Village, which 
looks out over our lush golf course, I am eagerly anticipa-
ting the completion of the final piece to this puzzle, Eveylaa 
Wellbeing which will house luxury treatment rooms where 
will we combine Eastern and Western medicine, in what will 
be a completely new experience for the Maldives.
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Velaa has hosted a number of prominent guests over the years. What 
has been the most extravagant request you have received from a guest 
and were you able to fulfill it?
We do host many prominent and UHNWI on Velaa, however 
their requests may not be as exotic as we tend to believe, most 
want to unwind in the luxurious surroundings of our private 
island with their families and friends. They are generally see-
king to try to slowdown time as this is the most precious of 
luxuries for them and something they lack in their busy lives. 
Velaa creates many Private Moments for every guest during 
their stay, anticipating their needs and those of their families. 
 
Tell us the story behind Velaa’s origins – how was the island founded?
When Czech businessman Jiří Šmejc and his wife, Radka, first 
came to the Maldives, they were searching for a home away 
from home, a secluded place to bring their family to celebrate 
life together and enjoy a respite from the intense demands of 
their public life. They were immediately captivated by both 
the natural beauty of the islands and the humble, fun-loving 
nature of the people who lived there. They vowed to buy an 
island as a gift for their family, but the idea quickly grew from 
a single home to a private resort to share with friends, relatives 
and others, including the wonderful Maldivian people they had 
come to know. 

That promise became Velaa, a home away from home offering 
the total comfort, freedom and seclusion of a private island, 
married to the delights and amenities of a world class resort – a 
sensuous spa, exhilarating sports and activities, exquisite fine 
dining, and the Maldives’ most exclusive wine collection, all 
provided by a highly refined, butler style of service. 

At the heart of Velaa is its handpicked team who are more than 
staff, they are an extended family who are passionate about the 

island and delighted to share the warm spirit of majaa – Maldi-
vian for enjoyment – with all who arrive. Velaa is truly special. It 
is the passion of a couple to create the world’s most unique cele-
bration of life, love and family. Whether you come to celebrate 
in private or participate in one of our occasional festive events, 
our promise is that you will be guaranteed absolute privacy and 
touched by an experience unlike any on earth.
 
The resort has a 1 Million USD “tree” budget at its disposal and 
employs a full time landscaping architect – why is so much attention 
attributed to this aspect of the resort?
Velaa’s gardens and grounds are the most verdant on any resort 
island I have ever seen. We appreciate the luxurious feel and 
natural privacy that an amazing landscape design can create. 
It allows guests on the island to experience another natural 
dimension away from the sand and sea. We also recognize the 
health benefits that the lush tropical landscape can provide. 
Our gardens and grounds offer many layers of experiences for 
our guests, from the lush jungle feel, to a carefully created and 

beautifully lit night time escape.
What would you say sets Velaa apart from all the other resorts on 
the Maldives?
This question is best answered by our guests, and the most common 
compliment we get from our guests who are either here for the first 
time or have visited on multiple occasions is, our staff. We have 
created a culture over time on Velaa, which is to look after the staff 
(the Velaa family), and this is reflected in the interaction and genuine 
warmth provided by our service to our guests.

We are very fortunate to have a very low turnover of staff which 
allows us to develop a service culture on the island, however, this 
is not enough.  What Velaa has developed that I have not seen 
in other resorts is a “Soul”. This is the feeling that you get when 
you arrive, during your stay and on departure. The majority of 

our guests almost expect to see the same smiling faces on each 
visit, as they have, over time, developed relationships with many 
of our staff which are more than a guest/staff member relation-
ship. Most of our guests take a genuine interest in the staff and 
their families and create a connection that is not from a service 
culture, but as I described, from the “Soul” created within these 
interactions.
 
What is your personal definition of luxury?
This question is always one that comes up and I really don’t have a 
definitive answer. Luxury for me are moments in time spent with 
those who you care about, it can be family, friends or work col-
leagues. Time is not infinite for any of us and the way we use it to 
connect with our family and friends can be critical to your wellbeing, 
and this is a luxury we all need.

Velaa boasts an over-water spa complete with a snow 
room, and offers its guests a Cloud 9 experience. 
It is also one of the few resorts in the Maldives with 
its very own golf course, boasting some of the most 
expensive grass in the world to ensure its perfect 
condition within this climate zone. 

Aragu is Velaa’s fine dining restaurant offering 
a twist on Modern European cuisine. In addition, 
the ivory-white Tavaru Tower hosts Velaa’s extensive 
wine cellar: a true delight for wine enthusiasts.


